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war of Al Basus form one of the most celebrated chapters in the early Arab history.    Kolayb "Wa'il, the powerful chief of the stock of Kabfah, who at the head of Bekr and Taghlib defeated the army of Himyar on the day of Khozaz or Khozaza, has been already spoken of.   After he had delivered the descendants of Ma'add from the domination of Yemen he was elected by all the race of Kabi' ah as their Prince, and became virtual sovereign of Arabia.    But his pride equalled his greatness.     It has been mentioned in the note to "the guarded domain of Kolayb/' in the Nineteenth Assembly, that he forbade the pasturing of apy camels but his own upon certain lands.    It is said that he asserted this right of domain all through the LSU, that is, the country between the Nejd and the Tihameh, and at the back of Mecca.    The legend of his death is as follows.    Once a lark flew up from her eggs on his approach, as he was walking in his domain, and he improvised in rejez, as has been already related. At Arab. Prov. I.  432, the verses,  with  a slight variation, are attributed to the poet Tarafeh : the word j&~ signifies here the wide part of a valley.    It is related that Kolayb found one day the lark's eggs broken by the feet  of a camel whose footprints he did not recognise, and which he consequently knew to belong to a stranger.    Now Kolayb was married to Jelileh ' and Mawiyeh, daughters of Morrat ibn Thohl ibn Shay'ban ibn Tha'labeh.    Their mother, Al Haleh, had a sister or an aunt named Al Basus, both of them being of the tribe of Temim. Morrah had also ten sons, one of whom was named Jessas.    For greater security the descendants of Bekr by Shayban, of whom were Morrah and his family, lived in common with the tribe of Taghlib, of which Kolayb was the immediate head.    It con_ sequently came to pass that Kolayb gave his brother-in-law Jesses  the right of pasturing his camels upon the princely domain.   Al Basus, the aunt, or the great-aunt, of Jess&s, and of his sisters the wives of Kolayb, also lived in the same settlement.    (The name Basus is explained by Hariri in the tefsir to the   Forty-fourth Assembly.     The milker of  a  camel   used to say to her ^J ^.J, in order to keep her quiet and make